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Dear Parents and Students: 

 

I sincerely wish I could have sent this letter without referring to the challenges that we have faced and those 
that still lay ahead with respect to COVID 19, but unfortunately that is not the position in which we find 
ourselves. The District's reopening plan regarding the use of masks indoors and physical distancing 
requirements can be found on our webpage. As this situation has been fluid for the past eighteen months, we 
will continue to make further updates as needed. Despite the challenges we continue to face, it is our plan to 
return to as normal a schoolyear as possible. We will have all students back in the building and classes will be 
scheduled as they have in the past. We are able to maintain appropriate social distancing for staff and students 
in the building as outlined by the Governor last week. Masks are required to be worn by all while in the 
school. While students are eating, six feet distancing is to be maintained. 

This year, with a return to as normal a year as possible, we anticipate our full complement of extracurricular 
clubs, musical performances, theater productions, three full varsity and junior varsity athletic seasons, and a 
gradual return to in-person assemblies and other after school functions. We are excited to return to so much of 
what makes Middle Country such a great district, and we hope that everyone has a safe and successful year. 

Below, you will find essential information regarding the start of school, and other important information about 
the school year. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMEROOM: All students will begin the year on Thursday morning with a homeroom starting at 7:05 am. 
The homeroom schedule is posted on our CHS website. The purpose of the homeroom is to distribute 
schedules to students. Since counselors have been making changes to students schedules for the past ten days, 
students must follow the schedule that they receive in homeroom. Throughout the first two days, students will 
be permitted to meet with their counselors to discuss errors or request changes to their schedules. Please 
understand that many schedules were changed for a number of reasons, mainly to ensure social distancing can 
be maintained in all classrooms. 

BOCES: BOCES programs begin on Thursday, September 9. Mid-day transportation will be provided to the 
BOCES sites. The district will provide transportation home from the high school on September 2 and 3, as 
there are no BOCES classes. 

PARENT/STUDENT PORTAL: Report cards and progress reports are not mailed home. Parents may access 
their child’s grades throughout the year via the Parent Portal. Student schedules, attendance and assignments 
are also available through the Parent Portal. Please make sure all information is updated in your account. 

CODE OF CONDUCT: The Middle Country student Code of Conduct is available on the main page of the 
District website. Student assemblies will take place in September to review the details with students. 

CELL PHONES: During instructional periods, phones and/or phone accessories must be silent and out of 
sight. Students who use their phones/headphones during instructional periods without the express permission 
of the teacher may be subject to disciplinary action. 

ATTENDANCE: The District’s attendance policy will be strictly enforced. We believe that attendance in 
class is vital to academic success. Please note the following policy states that for a full-year course: a student 
cannot miss more than 27 classes and for a half-year course: a student cannot miss more than 13 classes 
Failure to meet these attendance requirements may result in a student being denied credit for the course. 

LOCKERS: All students will be given the opportunity to receive a hallway locker to store their belongings. 
Last year, with the introduction of Chromebooks at the high school, many students saw no need to take a 
locker. Links will be posted on our website beginning September 2nd for students to request a locker. They 
will be distributed shortly after the request is received. 

CHROMEBOOKS: The District has provided Chromebooks to all high school students. The Chromebooks 
are a vital piece of equipment that must be brought to all classes daily. Students are expected to arrive each 
morning with their Chromebooks fully charged and ready for use. Please do not bring chargers to school. 



 

 

 

GUIDANCE and ADMINISTRATION: Students are assigned a counselor and Assistant Principal based on 
the following breakdown: 

Counselor / Student Last Name /AP Suite / Phone number 

•  Ms. Arizmendi A-CE Mr. Mercorella West Suite (631) 285-8160 

•  Ms. Shumway CH-F Mr. Mercorella West Suite (631) 285-8160 

•  Mr. Siragusa G-LA Dr. Picone East Suite (631) 285-8140 

•  Mr. Rivera LE-N Dr. Picone East Suite (631) 285-8140 

•  Ms. Thomas O-SC Ms. Rapisarda North Suite (631) 285-8180 

•  Ms. Cifuni SE-Z Ms. Rapisarda North Suite (631) 285-8180 

STUDENT PARKING: Only students who possess a valid Class D senior license may register their vehicle 
for on-campus parking. As per New York State law, students with junior licenses are not permitted to drive to 
school. Any student with a junior license who drives to school will be in violation of this law. Parking 
applications are available in the East Suite or on the Centereach H.S. website under “Student/Parent 
Information.” 

 

I look forward to seeing all of our students once again on Thursday, September 2nd. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Bell 

Principal 

 

 

 


